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Robert St. Clair

From: Joe Balden <joebalden70@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, April 28, 2023 8:35 AM
To: Jamie Lerma; Robert St. Clair; jeffgerhardt treescapesnorthwest.com
Subject: 743 N. Ash Street project

All,  
I have reviewed the site plan and construction details. for the proposed house construction as it relates to the existing 
Sitka spruce tree. The southeast corner of the house is shown to be at the base of the tree. The tree root system would 
be severely compromised by excavation for the retaining wall and stem wall of the house. Removal of the tree will be 
necessary for construction to proceed per the approved plans. 
 
Joe Balden 
Consulting Arborist 
Balden Arboriculture Services 



Balden & Associates               

Arboriculture Services                        41500 Anderson Road 

                                                                                                  Nehalem, OR 97131 

Joe Balden                 503.368.7807 office 

Consulting Arborist PN0736                        503.801.3762 cell 

             joebalden70@gmail.com   
                                   
 
March 13, 2023 

 
Vito Cerelli 
Jamie Lerma 
 
Project: Bennett Residence 
  743 N. Ash St., Cannon Beach 
 
Vito, 
I met with Jamie on site 3/9 to discuss the situation where the SE corner of the house is 
projected to be at the base of the Sitka spruce. We discussed possible alternatives to 
construction where the spruce could be retained. My position is that the tree is significant in 
that the tree root system presents a major component to slope stability on the east side of the 
property. The tree is structurally sound, has good characteristics ( adapted to weather 
exposure, good taper, moderate height, no structural defects). If the structure can be adjusted 
a few feet either north or west, then cut and fill over the west side of the tree roots would be 
acceptable. Jamie and I discussed how the dig out on the north side of the lot would determine 
footing depth and floor height. At the time of excavation on the north side of the property we 
can make an informed opinion on whether or not the tree can be retained. 
Let me know when we can discuss this project detail further. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Joe Balden 



 
 

Treescapes Northwest 
Jeff Gerhardt, Consulting Arborist 
ISA Certified Arborist #PN-5541A 

                        

City of Cannon Beach, Planning Department 
Attn: Robert St. Clair 
stclair@ci.cannon-beach.or.us 
(503) 436-8041 

May 1, 2023 

Tree Removal Permit Application Review - 743 N Ash 

Per your request, I reviewed the Tree Removal Permit Application submitted by Jamie Lerma.  
A site map was included in the application.  Additionally, a letter necessitating tree removal 
was received from Certified Arborist, Joe Balden.  I visually inspected the tree and site on May 
1st along with City Planner, Robert St. Clair.  Given the circumstances, it is with great 
reluctance that I advise the removal of this tree. 

The tree is a Sitka spruce (Picea sitchensis), that is approximately 40” in DBH and 60’ tall 
(photograph attached).  The tree is a specimen, exemplifying great health and structure.  
Located on a steep site, the tree is hugely beneficial in anchoring the slope.  Unfortunately, in 
order to accommodate planned home construction the tree must be removed according to 
permit Criteria A: “You are constructing a structure…”.  

Poor planning has led to little consideration for retaining and protecting this valuable tree.  
Perhaps, if fines were imposed by the City for this type of blatant disregard, situations as this 
could be hindered. 

Sincerely, 

 
Jeff Gerhardt 

Treescapes Northwest  CCB# 236534 
P.O. Box 52  Cell: 503-453-5571 
Manzanita, OR  97130  www.treescapesnorthwest.com
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